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Summer focused on fight for clean water,
connecting with more action takers

EYES ON THE 2014 LEGISLATIVE
SESSION
AND ELECTIONS
It was everyday Iowans, like you, who changed the terms of the debate

at the Statehouse this session. You put a human face to the issues, provided
much needed counter weight on big ticket items, held decision makers
accountable and won real change for Iowa—Thank You.
But our vision for a People First Iowa doesn’t stop once the legislative
session ends. That is why this summer we will be all over the state building
our base and mobilizing more Iowans than ever before to take action
on our clean water campaign. But we need your help to keep the
momentum going.
If you are ready to fight for an Iowa where clean water is a priority and
where elected officials work in the best interest of everyday people use
the envelope enclosed to make an extra donation or to invite a friend to
join CCI.
Turn to the back to see how two members are helping to kick
off our summer plans to build a People First movement.
do you want a photo caption here?

I APPRECIATE EVERYTHING YOU ARE DOING TO MAKE GRASSROOTS
DEMOCRACY A REAL FORCE IN IOWA. IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO
ACHIEVE ANY FORWARD PROGRESS ON THESE ISSUES WITHOUT
YOUR HELP.”
-Sen. Jeff Danielson (D-Waterloo) on your efforts to push for a more transparent
Board of Regents this legislative session.

YOU’RE DEBUNKING SOCIAL
SECURITY MYTHS AND
EDUCATING IOWANS
A big shout out to the Iowa CCI Social Security
Ambassador team who have been working hard hosting
presentations around the state at community centers,
labor centers and churches.
Their main goal is to teach more Iowans the myths
and truths around Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid and to share with folks what we can do to
strengthen and preserve these vital programs.

This key group of leaders has held 20 presentations across the state,
engaging and educating more than 350 Iowans in the last three months.

BECOME A
MONTHLY
SUSTAINER
MEMBER!
I AM A
MONTHLY GIVER
BECAUSE IT IS
A CONVENIENT
WAY FOR ME
TO GIVE ON A
CONSISTENT BASIS WITHOUT
TRYING TO REMEMBER EACH
MONTH. I KNOW MY MONTHLY
GIFTS PROVIDE THE STEADY
STREAM OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT
CCI NEEDS TO ACCOMPLISH
GOALS AND PROMOTE A
‘PEOPLE FIRST’ VISION FOR THE
FUTURE. THE MORE PEOPLE THAT
COMMIT TO MONTHLY GIVING,
THE MORE OUR ORGANIZATION
GROWS, AND THE MORE WE
IMPACT OUTCOMES THAT WILL
REPRESENT THE NEEDS OF
EVERYDAY PEOPLE.

- Cherie Mortice, a retired
teacher from Des Moines, is
part of a team of members
working to promote monthly
giving. The team is only a
few hundred dollars shy of
reaching their goal of $5,000
in monthly support. Can you
help them reach their goal
today?
Monthly giving makes it
easier on your budget by
spreading your gifts out
over the year. Thank you
to the over 200 Monthly
Sustaining members who
provide the financial
support we need to fight to
put people first month after
month. We couldn’t do it
without you.
Want to join Cherie and
become a Sustaining
Member? Fill out the
envelope enclosed in the
newsletter and sent it in with
your first month’s pledge
today!and send it in with your
first month’s pledge.

Immigration reform heats up

People before polluters

FIGHTING FOR A FAIR, CLEAR AND REALISTIC
PATH TO CITIZENSHIP

VICTORY! CCI
MEMBERS STOP
A 4,800-HEAD
CARGILL-BACKED
FACTORY FARM
FROM BUILDING

When CCI members
on the Story/Marshall
County border learned
another factory farm site
was being proposed in
their communities they
were ready to fight back.
They met with the developer and sent a strong message that corporate hog factories
are not wanted in their community – and their efforts paid off. Just days later the
developer pulled his permit application. Community organizing wins again!
This victory is the first that CCI has been involved in this summer, but this year
is already shaping up to be another record-breaking building season for factory
farms. Has there been a proposal to build a factory farm near you? Call CCI at
515-282-0484 today to find out how you can fight back.

THERE ARE SO MANY ISSUES I CARE
ABOUT—I FEEL LIKE IOWA CCI GIVES ME
THE BEST CHANCE OF HAVING AN IMPACT
AT THE STATE AND LOCAL LEVEL.
-CCI member Lynn Gallagher from Solon who used our online action alerts to contact
legislators at crucial times during the session.

People before Profits

YOU’RE FIGHTING TO STOP
WEALTH DRAIN BY PAYDAY
LENDERS

Victory! After hearing from CCI members,
the Cedar Rapids City Council voted
unanimously to pass our proposed zoning
ordinance and is now the sixth city in Iowa
to crack down on payday lenders.
Windsor Heights members have been
meeting with the Planning and Zoning
Commission to create the toughest payday
ordinance possible to recommend to the
city council.
In March we hosted a roundtable with Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB) Director Richard Cordray where CCI and community members asked
him to crack down on predatory payday lenders. In April, the CFPB issued a
comprehensive report that regulators will use to pressure big banks like Wells Fargo
to stop their own payday loan products.

Members have hosted dozens of educational workshops across
the state, weighed in with our Congressional delegation in Iowa
and Washington DC, joined with ally groups for marches and
demonstrations and used local and statewide media to make sure
that people and families are at the center of the Comprehensive
Immigration Reform (CIR) debate, not corporate needs and profits.

“I want to be a veterinarian when I grow up. People like me and my
family come to America for a better life, a better future. We are not
terrorists.” That’s the tearful message 11-year old CCI member Michelle
Herrera’s left) told Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley in a small group meeting in
May. Michelle and twenty other Iowa CCI members joined over 500 allies
in Washington DC to pack the halls outside the Senate Judiciary Committee’s
hearing on the Comprehensive Immigration Reform (CIR) bill moving forward
in Congress.

LEARN MORE ABOUT FAIR IMMIGRATION REFORM FROM CCI ORGANIZER ANA
MANCEBO:
Q: What is the good, the bad, and the ugly of the proposed
immigration reform bill?

A: The good: At its heart, the Senate immigration bill includes a pathway to
citizenship for all 11 million undocumented immigrants. This would bring
millions of aspiring Americans out of the shadows.
The bad: The bill puts a lot of emphasis on border security and not enough
emphasis on keeping families together.
The ugly: There are Senators, including our very own Sen. Chuck Grassley,
who are trying to derail immigration reform by gutting the path to citizenship and adding excessive border security triggers to the bill.
Q: Why do we need to pass immigration reform now?

A: This is the best chance at passing immigration reform we’ve had in almost
20 years. Because the 2012 elections showed that immigration has become a
defining, mobilizing issue for Latino, Asian and immigrant-ally voters, both parties realize they need change [a bill] or risk
alienating a big base of voters. They are trying to make something happen now so at election time they can downplay or
walk away from the issues. But that said, it’s a tough fight, but a good one.
Q: What would fair immigration look like?

A: CCI members and a sizeable network of immigrant groups across the nation are pushing for fair immigration reform
that would ensure a clear pathway to citizenship for all 11 million undocumented immigrants, put an end to deportations
and harsh enforcement to keep families together, protect civil and labor rights, and to push reform where border security
does not come before legalization.
Q: What is Iowa’s role?

A: With Iowa’s own Sen. Chuck Grassley, ranking member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, and Rep. Steve King, member of the House Judiciary Committee, playing lead roles in the “mark up” of this bill, we have a crucial responsibility to
push back against their anti-immigrant proposals. We need to put pressure on our elected officials to fight for reform that
is in the interest of the people and lift up stories of immigrants who have contributed to Iowa and are positive members of
our communities.
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS
“IT WAS EASY. I SENT A NOTE TO A FEW OF MY
LIKE-MINDED FRIENDS AND THEY JOINED!”
A big thank you to CCI members, like Jan Brown
of Ankeny (left), who helped launch our summer
of clean water by asking their friends to become
CCI members (And, as an added bonus she won
Ben & Jerry’s ice cream coupons for recruiting new
members!).
And a big welcome to all the new and returning
members the past few months!
Know someone who cares about the same issues as you? Like ice cream? Invite your
friends to join by passing along the enclosed envelope. Don’t forget to write your name
on the top of the envelope to have a shot at winning free ice cream!

DON’T MISS OUT

Sign up for e-mail on issue updates
and key times when your call or
email can have the biggest impact.
Sign up today: online at iowacci.org
or email your address to
iowacci@iowacci.org.
Www.facebook.com/cciaction
Www.facebook.com/iowacci
@iowacci
@iowacciaction

HOW CCI MEMBER DEBBIE BUNKA, FROM AMES, IS
FIGHTING FOR CLEAN WATER THIS SUMMER:

Q: What are you doing this summer to help out with the clean
water campaign?
A: This summer I have the great fortune to be traveling around Iowa, going to
farmers’ markets and festivals to talk about clean water and factory farms. I’m
looking forward to hearing what people have to say, spreading our message,
and building the base of action takers who are ready to fight for clean water.
Q: Why do you care about this issue?
A: Iowa is in a dire state when it comes to water pollution. We need to make
sure Iowa cleans up its act before it’s too late and that is why I’ll be asking
Iowans to take action by signing a petition calling on the Department of
Natural Resources enforces the Clean Water Act and cracks down on factory
farms.
Q: What are you most looking forward to?
A: Having more great conversations with folks, like the 73 year-old man who signed our petition because he “no longer
recognizes the land around him,” or the young daughter who told her mother how important this petition is. No matter your
age, clean water impacts everyone and that is why I’m engaging more Iowans and building our network of action takers.
Want to help Debbie and get plugged into our Clean Water NOW campaign? Call the office at 515-282-0484.

