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YOU ARE RESHAPING
BUSINESS AS USUAL AT
THE STATEHOUSE
Important meetings at the State Capitol are packed
with lobbyists often working to twist state government
into serving their clients’ big money corporate interests.
But this session, something new is happening.
Our CCI Action “citizen lobby” team is democratizing
the Statehouse one subcommittee meeting at a time,
turning out everyday people and working families to
stand up to corporate power day after day – and it’s
having a big impact.
Turn to page three to hear how members are weighing
in on big ticket issues such as Medicaid, Voter ID, factory
farm regulations and more up at the Statehouse.
Members gather in the Capitol cafeteria before spending the day weighing
in on legislation at sub-committees, meeting with key committee chairs
and lobbying legislators on our “People First” priorities.

THEY MAY HAVE THE MONEY, BUT WE HAVE THE
REAL PEOPLE WITH THE REAL STORIES.
-CCI Action member Brenda Brink from Huxley.

Pushing to put people before polluters

EPA OFFICIALS CALLS RESULTS OF YOUR
WORK “PRECEDENT SETTING”
The long haul battle to bring
Iowa into compliance with the
federal Clean Water Act is back on
the table thanks to the work of CCI
members, Iowa Sierra Club and the
Environmental Integrity Project over
the past five years.
In our third meeting with the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), Karl Brooks the Region 7
EPA Director called the clean water
framework coming to Iowa, as a
result of your work, “precedent
setting” on a national level.
Here are the five key aspects of
the new work plan you helped win:

Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) inspections
of approximately 8,000 factory
farms.
Greater setback distances for
manure spreading.
Increased DNR penalties for
factory farms polluters.
New regulations for factory farm
discharge permits.
New criteria for determining
which factory farms are polluting
waterways, to allow for consistent
and thorough inspections.
We’ll continue to stay vigilant
on this issue to ensure the EPA
does not let the DNR weasel out
of the work plan.

CCI member Barb Kalbach from Dexter shared
her personal battle with factory farms with Region
7 EPA Dir. Brooks during a packed meeting
with more than 75 members. Our meeting yielded
new commitments from the EPA that they will
accompany the DNR on some factory farm
inspections, audit other inspections, and continue
to work closely with us moving forward.

AS A RESULT OF YOUR WORK
THE NUMBER OF PAYDAY
LOAN SHOPS
IN IOWA HAS DROPPED
BY 17% IN THE LAST
THREE YEARS.
Cedar Rapids and Windsor
Heights are the latest two cities
to jump on board to propose
tough zoning ordinances to
crack down on predatory
payday lenders.

IOWA CCI:
UNRELENTING,
UNWAVERING,
UNSWERVING
ADVOCATES
FOR JUSTICE
-Tweet from CCI member Shawn
Gude from Des Moines.
If you want to re-live
some of your greatest CCI
unrelenting, unwavering and
unswerving accomplishments
of last year check out our
2012 annual report. You can
find it online at iowacci.org
or you can contact us if you’d
like a paper copy.

SOCIAL SECURITY TEAM
LAUNCHES

CCI members know
how vital programs such as
Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid are. That is why a
newly formed team will be
engaging Iowans across the
state by hosting presentations
in their communities and
spreading the word through
letters to the editor.
Do you belong to any
clubs or have a group
of friends who would be
interested in learning more
about strengthening Social
Security? Let us know at 515255-0800 and we can set up a
presentation just for you.

You have a powerful voice

PUSHING A “PEOPLE
FIRST” AGENDA AT THE
STATEHOUSE DAILY
Since the kickoff of the legislative session, CCI Action members
have been at the Statehouse to be the people’s advocate, to get our
message heard and to win policy that “Puts People First.”

IMMIGRATION REFORM BACK ON THE TABLE

You’re working to put families, fairness at the center of debate
In February we hosted weekly workshops where dozens of members came together
to learn about the different comprehensive immigration reform (CIR) proposals
being talked about in Washington, D.C. and develop strategies to win reform that
has a clear pathway to citizenship and defends civil and workers’ rights.

CCI Action members have:
Attended more than 100 committee & subcommittee meetings;
met face to face with 107 legislators, plus staff from the Department of Natural Resources, Iowa Workforce Development,
Civil Right Commission, and the Secretary of State; and
weighed in on 43 different pieces of legislation.
There is no doubt your voice is being heard. Your hard work and “People First” message is being picked up by
legislators and media outlets across the state.

YOU’VE SPOKE OUT ON...

CCI organizer Ana Mancebo and Iowa City CCI leader Misty Rebik joined
hundreds of our allies in Washington, D.C. to attend the Senate Judiciary hearing
on immigration reform and to lobby our Iowa Congressional delegation to support
fair immigration reform for all.
Victory! The Branstad administration and the Iowa Department of Transportation
reversed course and will start giving drivers licenses to deferred action immigrant
students thanks to public pressure from members like you.
Want to get involved and learn more about immigration reform? We are taking
our CIR workshops on the road this spring and summer so stay tuned for a
workshop near you.

BECOME A MONTHLY SUSTAINING
MEMBER!

“My husband and I are monthly givers and have
been for about 5 years, because we believe in what
CCI’s principles are, everyday people working as a
powerhouse for justice, standing with others and for
others, fighting for what is right and just.
We know that it takes more than staff, more
than people showing up at events, it takes money.
Maybe you can’t be as active as some members but
we all can help with a monetary donation. Each
person really can make a difference.”
-Pat Bowen, a telecommunications worker from West Des Moines, is part of a team of members
working to promote monthly giving. They are just $332 a month away from their goal of raising
$5,000 in monthly support (or $60,000 for the year). Can you help them reach their goal?
Monthly giving makes it easier on your budget by spreading your gifts out over the
year. This important group of members provides a steady stream of support which
allows us to respond rapidly on important issues because we know that the support
we need is there month after month. Thank you!
Want to join Pat and become a Sustaining Member? Fill out the envelope
enclosed in the newsletter and sent it in with your first month’s pledge today!

STOPPING VOTER ID
“MY MISSION HAS BEEN TO HELP
PEOPLE VOTE, BUT IN THE LAST
COUPLE OF YEARS, OFFICIALS ARE
SPREADING NEEDLESS FEARS
ABOUT ELIGIBILITY AND MAKING IT
MORE DIFFICULT FOR SOME PEOPLE
TO VOTE.”
-CCI member and long time poll worker
Jo Rod from Ames weighed in against a
Voter ID bill at a subcommittee meeting
expressing that it is a non-existent problem
and would suppress voters’ rights.

A new bill proposed to bring
accountability and transparency back
to the Board of Regents is a direct
result of your organizing this summer.
Twenty members testified
before a Senate State Government
subcommittee meeting to show
support for this bill and tell legislators
that enough is enough—Bruce
Rastetter needs to be fired from the
Board of Regents.

A MORE ACCOUNTABLE
BOARD OF REGENTS

STRONGER FACTORY FARM REGULATIONS
“WE NEED STRONGER PERMITTING STANDARDS, INCREASED
SEPARATION DISTANCES, AN END TO TAX BREAKS FOR FACTORY
FARMS, AND A FULLY FUNDED DNR.”
-CCI member Lori Nelson from Bayard was one of dozens of members who
testified at five legislative environmental hearings held around the state. The
message legislators received was clear: push for policy that cracks down on factory
farm pollution and fully funds the DNR.

EXPANDING MEDICAID
“WHO AMONG US DOES NOT HAVE
A HEART ENOUGH TO FEEL, OR EYES
WIDE ENOUGH TO SEE THAT THERE
ARE PEOPLE IN OUR STATE WHO
ARE HURTING, WHO ARE ILL, AND
WHO ARE FALLING THROUGH THE
CRACKS?”
-CCI member Lou Ann Burkle from Des
Moines shared moving personal testimony
before a packed Senate subcommittee on why
Medicaid expansion is crucial for not only
her daughter but Iowans across the state.
Lou Ann’s testimony also appeared as an oped in the Des Moines Register that
same week.

AND
MUCH MORE
Go online to cciaction.org to read all of our

Statehouse updates and sign up to receive weekly
legislative emails.
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I WANT AN IOWA WHERE/THAT...

Hundreds of Iowans shared their vision for Iowa by
taking part in our giant “photo tree” display at the Capitol
on January 15. Go to facebook.com/CCIAction to see
all the photos taken or to post your own!
One thing that makes Iowa CCI unique is that our
members come from all walks of lives to share in one goal–
to fight for an Iowa that works for everyday folks and puts
people before profits and communities before corporations.

“Everybody is equal” -Charlotte Shivvers
-Damien Torres from from Knoxville
Des Moines

Do you know anyone who shares the same vision
for Iowa as you do? Invite them to join as an Iowa
CCI member. Our “Membership May” recruiting
drive is just around the corner and we need your
help to reach our goal of 200 new members. To
learn more ways to get involved with Membership
May contact Kari Carney at 515-282-0484.

-Tony Tyler from
Des Moines

-Libby Buchmeier
from Des Moines

-J Patrick Hart from
Pisgah

SAVE THE DATE: IOWA CCI STATEWIDE CONVENTION – JULY 13TH!
Mark your calendars and tell your friends because the 2013
Statewide Convention planning has already begun. It’s one
of the best events we do all year and we want you to be there
to share in the fun. It’s a day to connect with other members,
learn something new about an issue or yourself, take a stand
for issues you care about and have a great time.

DON’T MISS OUT

Date: Saturday, July 13, 2013
Time: 9AM – 4 PM
Location: Hilton Garden Inn in Johnston
P.S. Don’t forget to mark your calendars for July 12th–
we wouldn’t want you to miss out on our CCI member
appreciation party the night before!

Sign up for e-mail on issue updates and key times when your call
or email can have the biggest impact. Sign up today: online at
iowacci.org or email your address to iowacci@iowacci.org.

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/IOWACCI
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/CCIACTION
@IOWACCI
@IOWACCIACTION

