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Your pressure, petitions push EPA to action

EPA TO DNR: LAX FACTORY FARM
REGULATION, ENFORCEMENT
MUST STOP
In July, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published a
damning report calling out our Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
for inadequate oversight of factory farms in Iowa. The report reveals what
CCI members have known for a long time, but it should serve as a wakeup
call for state leaders.
The DNR has formally responded acknowledging the need for more
enforcement staff and funding, however they tiptoed around the issue
of issuing Clean Water Act permits to all factory farms in Iowa. That
is why CCI members will meet with the director of EPA’s Region 7
office October 18 to insist that the EPA holds the DNR accountable for
complying with the Clean Water Act to the fullest extent.

We need stronger laws, tougher enforcement, and a
fully-funded DNR. Read the EPA’s report online at
www.iowacci.org

IF IT WERE NOT FOR GROUPS LIKE CITIZENS FOR COMMUNITY
IMPROVEMENT, THE SIERRA CLUB AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL INTEGRITY
PROJECT, WHO SUBMITTED A LETTER TO THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY BACK IN 2007 OUTLINING THEIR CONCERNS, THE
PUBLIC (AND THE EPA) MIGHT BE UNAWARE OF DNR’S INADEQUATE JOB
KEEPING OUR WATERS CLEAN.
-David Osterberg, Director of the Iowa Policy Project in a Des Moines Register op-ed.

IOWA CITY VOTES UNANIMOUSLY
TO MOVE FORWARD WITH PAYDAY
LOAN ORDINANCE
Thanks to Iowa CCI members
like you, Iowa City is poised to
become the fifth city to use local
zoning powers to restrict payday
lending. The Iowa City City
Council voted 7-0 to pass the
first and second reading of our
proposed ordinance to crack down
on predatory payday lenders.
This tough ordinance, that
basically eliminates any new

payday lenders from opening, is
similar to the ordinances members
helped pass in Des Moines, West
Des Moines, Clive and Ames.
A big shout out to all the
members who have been working
hard for several months to move
the rule forward and stop the
wealth drain by payday lenders in
their communities!

Iowa City members celebrate after the first reading of our payday loan ordinance
passed. The final reading will be in September.

BECOME A
SUSTAINING
MEMBER!
I’M A
SUSTAINING
MEMBER
BECAUSE I’M
IMPRESSED
WITH CCI. I’M IMPRESSED
WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND
ENERGY OF THE MEMBERS
AND STAFF, AND I AM
IMPRESSED WITH WHAT WE
ARE ACCOMPLISHING.
MONTHLY GIVING IS MY
WAY OF PLAYING A PART
IN THE ORGANIZATION.
I CAN’T ALWAYS MAKE IT
TO EVERY MEETING, BUT
I CAN LEND MY SUPPORT
WITH A MONTHLY GIFT.
LIKE MOST THINGS IN
LIFE, FIGHTING FOR SOCIAL
JUSTICE TAKES MONEY.
- Barb Lang, a retired
teacher from Des Moines,
was part of a team of
members who promoted
monthly giving at the CCI
Statewide Convention. Their
efforts welcomed 24 new
(or increasing) Monthly
Sustaining Members.
Monthly giving makes it
easier on your budgets
by spreading your
gifts out over the year.
This important group
of members provides
$3,054 a month in steady
organizational support
totaling $36,648 each year.
Thank you!
Want to join Barb and
become a Sustaining
Member?
Fill out the envelope
enclosed in the newsletter
and send it in with your
first month’s pledge.

MEMBERS MOVE $30,000
FROM WELLS FARGO IN
ONE DAY
“IT’S NOT RIGHT THAT WELLS
FARGO TAKES MONEY FROM
WORKING PEOPLE AND USES
THAT MONEY TO DEVASTATE OUR
COMMUNITIES, TAKE AWAY OUR
HOMES AND INVEST IN PRIVATE
PRISONS.”
-Victor Torres, a car mechanic from Des Moines who closed his account, was one
of seven members who closed $30K in accounts while dozens of members let
customers and passers-by know why we were there.
Back and forth with one of the nation’s largest banks. After we ran
an ad in a local Spanish speaking newspaper outlining how Wells Fargo profits
from targeting Latinos and invests in private prisons, Wells responded with a full
page 700-word ad of their own and trained their bank cashiers how to respond.
We then followed up with another ad clarifying the facts and reporting back on
our successful “Move Our Money” day, which has produced so many calls we are
holding a second event in the fall.

CCI MEMBERS HAVE WILL POWER THAT
YOU CANNOT BUY OFF THE SHELF.
-Kevin Shilling, board member and truck driver from Greenfield.

EXPOSING WAGE THEFT AT
HOME SHOW EXPO
CCI member Gini Wolf [photo] from
Ankeny was one of a dozen members who
attended the Home Show Expo to pass out
flyers to inform attendees that two roofers
(and CCI members) still have yet to be paid
for their work installing the roof of one of
the display homes. The response was very
supportive.
The action was part of an ongoing
campaign to get Chris Kern of Double C
Corp. to pay two workers for their work.
Members have filed complaints with the
state labor board, but are also putting
pressure on Grand Homes & Renovations,
who subcontracted the work, and the Home
Builders Association (host of the expo) in an
effort make sure a fair day’s work gets
a fair day’s pay.

YOU PERFORM IMPORTANT
WATCHDOG WORK
“Fire Rastetter” campaign merges three of our issues - factory
farms, corporate power and big money influence on our
political system.

Over the past three months, more than 1,000 CCI members and other
Iowans have engaged with our “Fire Bruce Rastetter” campaign through
a petition effort, meetings around the state with Food & Water Watch
and The Oakland Institute, bird-dogging Branstad as he toured the state,
dozens of letters to the editor and a visit to the Iowa Board of Regents
August meeting.
It’s hard to say what had members most incensed: that as Branstad’s
biggest donor and fundraiser Bruce Rastetter was able to hand pick his
appointment, that he abused his position as a public Regent to expand his
factory farm empire and his fortune or that as Agrisol CEO he’s pushing
a project that would force 160,000 refugees from their homes so he can
have their land for pennies on the dollar.
Regardless, not ones to stand by and just let things happen, CCI members did what you do best - stood up to Iowa’s
“political kingmaker”, took on corporate power and stood up for what’s right.
YOUR WORK ON THIS ISSUE HAS ACCOMPLISHED A LOT:
• Iowa State University completely withdrew from the Tanzania project.
• Bruce Rastetter was forced to amend his financial disclosure form.
• Agrisol Energy now says it has no plans of expanding beyond the 35,000 acres it has leased to harvest crops. Their initial
plan included taking over 800,000 acres of land in Tanzania.
• Gained local, national and even international allies. Many thanks to Food and Water Watch, The Oakland Institute and
Occupy ISU/Ames.
• Brought public scrutiny of these issues front and center to the media which informed and engaged thousands of Iowans.

THE TRUTH IS, WE WIN NO MATTER
WHAT [THE ETHICS BOARD] DID WITH
OUR COMPLAINT TODAY. BECAUSE
THE POWER OF ORDINARY PEOPLE TO
SHED LIGHT ON THE INNER WORKINGS
OF A GOVERNMENT CAPTURED
BY CORPORATE POWER HAS BEEN
PROVEN…RASTETTER’S DISCLOSURE, RECUSAL, AND AMENDED
FINANCIAL FORM WERE CONCESSIONS WE EXTRACTED FROM
HIM BECAUSE OF PUBLIC PRESSURE. WE WERE DOING OUR JOB
WHILE THE ETHICS BOARD WAS ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL. AND IF
ANY CHANGES ARE MADE IN THE FUTURE, IT WILL BE BECAUSE
OF PEOPLE LIKE US.
- Barb Kalbach, nurse and family farmer, in a statement made after the Ethics Board ruling.

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT NO. 1633
DES MOINES, IA
2001 Forest Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50311
ph. 515/282-0484 fx. 515/283-0031
www.iowacci.org www.cciaction.org

GETTING THE MESSAGE OUT, FLOAT GETS A LOT
OF THUMBS UP
A shout out to Poweshiek County CCI members who walked in the
Grinnell Fourth of July parade alongside a “Stop Factory Farms” float.
They also parked their float outside the Poweshiek County Board of
Supervisors’ factory farm hearing.
Members have organized to stop ten factory farms from being built
this year and are currently working to stop five more in four counties.

“MEMBERSHIP MAY” WELCOMES 204 NEW
MEMBERS TO THE CCI FAMILY

Our power isn’t in titles, it isn’t in money; our power lies in
the number of Iowans like you willing to stand up and speak
out for what’s right. And, without a doubt we couldn’t build
our network of active members without you!
Thanks for inviting your friends to be a part of our work,
for making calls during our phone bank and for hosting
house parties. Thanks for joining or re-joining as members.
Thanks for knowing that the best way to counter organized
money is with organized people.
Members Larry Ginter from Rhodes and Bert and Carole Permar
from Marshalltown take a break before their house party guests
arrive. Six new members joined at their gathering.

SIGN UP FOR E-MAIL

Know someone who should be a part of our work?
Please pass along this newsletter with the enclosed envelope
and ask them to join!

Don’t miss out on issue updates and key times when your call or
email can have the biggest impact. Sign up today: online at www.
iowacci.org or email your address to iowacci@iowacci.org.

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/IOWACCI
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/CCIACTION
@IOWACCI
@IOWACCIACTION

